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Energy, Mines & Resources Canada 

R-2000 Energy Efficiency Home Program 

The R-2000 program was initiated by Energy, Mines and Resources (EMR) in
1981 with the goal of affecting the construction of energy-efficient homes in
Canada by establishing a new energy performance standard, training builders to
construct houses to that standard, and stimulating the demand for such homes.
R-2000 has become one of the best known new residential construction
programs of its kind. Its homes are as much as 50% more energy-efficient than
homes built to Canada’s existing codes and the program has proven to be a
viable means of stimulating the construction of energy-efficient homes
regardless of R-2000 certification.

To date more than 6,000 R-2000 have been built, mostly in Ontario, accounting 
for less than 1% of all new Canadian homes built since the inception of the 
program. In addition, many builders incorporate R-2000 standards into their 
homes even though they do not seek R-2000 certification. EMR estimates that at 
least an additional 14,000 to 15,000 homes (about 1.5% of the new home 
construction market) have been built to R-2000 standards since the onset of the 
program.

In order to be registered as an R-2000 builder, a builder must complete the 
training program and construct a demonstration home which is inspected during 
and after construction. Certified builders must submit subsequent plans to their 
regional office where energy use is evaluated using the HOT-2000 heat loss 
simulation program. R-2000 certificates are then provided to the homebuyers.

In some regions builders can receive grants for their R-2000 homes. Ontario 
Hydro, for example, pays C$2,000 to the homebuyer and gives the same 
incentive to the builder as long as the home is built in a non-gas supplied area. In 
New Brunswick, the regional utility pays C$1,000 to the homebuyer and the 
Bank of Montreal offers a 1/4 point reduction on mortgage rates for R-2000 
homes. Since the inception of the program it has saved Canadians over C$150 
million in energy savings from the R-2000 homes built. However, R-2000 has 
impacted the entire building industry in Canada. The total program cost spent by 
EMR and CHBA between the years 1981 and 1991 was about C$50 million. 
Program costs in 1991/1992 were C$1.2 million.

Perhaps more important than the energy savings directly by R-2000 houses has
been the program’s overall effect on improving energy efficiency in new homes.
It is estimated that between 1980 and 1992, the average level of energy
efficiency in new homes in Canada has increased by as much as 50%. Much of
this improvement is due to the R-2000 program’s promotion to consumers and
builders and the training provided to builders in constructing energy-efficient
homes. Since the program began, over 5,000 builders have been trained, with
more than 300 actively participating in the program. Many of the builders who
were trained through R-2000 but are not actively participating are still
constructing homes that meet or come close to R-2000 standards. EMR has also
announced a new program called Advanced Houses. While R-2000 homes use
about half the energy of typical Canadian standards, Advanced Houses use
about a quarter the energy of typical new homes.
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